RERLECTIONS

Postmodern View of Humanistic Mathematics

M 5 Moslehian

Thie article B an imestigation of humanism in phiksophy of mathe matics fom the
poirtofviewof postmode rnim. We claim that humanistic mathamatics is com patible
with postrmodernism which is taking ove reverything we Fave, do, or wish.

O mar Khayyam, an lmnian mathematicianand poet:

A Bookof Varses undemeath theBough,

A Jug of Wine, a LoafofBread-and Thou
Beside masinging inthe Wildemess-

Ah Widemess were Faradis now!

Ah make the most ofwhatwe yet mayspend,
Before we too infothe Dust descenat

Dustinto Dust, andunder Dust o e,

Sans Wine, sans Song, sans Singer, and-sans End!

What is Humanism?

Humarism iz a raturalitic philoso phy ire pired by ad and founded on humanex pari-
ance. [tassats thedigrityand worthof man It isa wayof living, thinking, and acting.
It zaysthatdog mas, deoclogies, and trad itio reshou k beweighed and 2eve e ly Bstad by
sach individual. Fourdatiore of humanizm can be fourd inthe deas ofclazsical Greek
phibzoplrerss uchas Epicuns andako inC Hnese Corfucianim. ltwas the philozo phy
of the Reraissance and the Enlig hie nme rt.

Let us rmow declare some main principles of humarism which are coreitent with
postmodem ideas (zee [1] formomr datails):

(i) Humanism iza phksophy of thosa inkwve with life. Humanis m i a philosoply for
he e and now.

(i) Hurmaniem affirms that human beings kave the right to give meanirg and value to
thair own lives by their indeperdert thought, fee inquiry, and creative activity.
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