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Fermat's Last “Theorem”
"yt =2" xyz#0
has no integer solutions for N>2,

+1637 Fermat claimed that he had found a “truly wonderful” proof, but the margin of
his copy of Diophantus’ Arithmeti

“Fermat wrote a proof for n=4, more generally for: | |
v

*Reduces the problem to odd prime n Ty =2
«(idea of “infinite descent”)
+1753 Euler; n=3 w/ a mistake |......repairable using his own work!)

+1825 Dirichlet and Legendre; n=5 (complicated)
+1832 Dirichlet; n=14

+1839 Lame; n=7 [more intricate than n=5)
+1847 Lame and Cauchy each announced a general proof using cyclotomic
numbers, however a gap was pointed out immediately by Liouville, who later read
2 paper demonstrating failure of unique factorisation, written by Kummer.
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