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Dear Abbas Salemi,

It is kind and appropriate for you to take the occasion of this impressive gathering on Linear
Algebra to celebrate the 75th birthday of Professor Mehdi Radjabalipour. I am eager to add my
words of appreciation and gratitude to him.

He is the bond between us, being my doctoral student and your doctoral supervisor. But in the
same sense, he is the bond from the long-past Operator Theory Seminar Peter Rosenthal and I ran
at the University of Toronto, to the present and future flourishing community he led at Kerman
after his return to his homeland. He gave us a glimpse of this community by inviting us to his
international seminar in Kerman: not virtual, I was most grateful of the opportunity to take part in
person, my first and only time in Iran. What a cheerful and impressive sight you all were! I was
honoured to have this connection to such a healthy school, leading in addition to fruitful contacts
since that time with you and other members of the Radjabalipour circle.

Long life to Mehdi Radjabalipour and his followers, and to his school, and to his science which

is our science, and to his country in this world which is our world. Let no one divide us.

Chandler Davis
August 18,2020



JW5) sl

I first met Mehdi shortly after he arrived in Toronto to begin his graduate studies. Heydar Radjavi
had told me that Mehdi was a very strong student and it soon became apparent to me that Heydar
was correct. Mehdi completed an excellent Ph.D. thesis under the supervision of Chandler Davis
in 1973.

Over the many years since then, Mehdi oscillated between Canada and Iran.

I have been very privileged to be a co-author with Mehdi on a number of papers. Mehdi is an
optimal co-author. He is very knowledgeable and very creative. He is also very generous; he
contributed more than his share to each of the joint papers that he and I have been involved in.
Thanks Mehdi.

Moreover, Mehdi is an extremely pleasant person to talk with, about mathematics and many
other things.

Happy Birthday Mehdi !!!

Peter Rosenthal
August 15,2020
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