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Moreover, I am delighted to announce that our society,
as a member of IMU, was promoted to group III in IMU,
recently. As an IMU member we follow the guidelines of
IMU in the world of mathematics. The latest concern
of the IMU about the Citation Statistics, a report of the
joint committee on Quantitative Assessment of Research

reads as follows.

e “Relying on statistics is not more accurate when the
statistics are improperly used. Indeed, statistics mis-
lead when they are misapplied or misunderstood.
Much of modern bibliometrics seems to rely on ex-
perience and intuition about the interpretation and

validity of citation statistics.

e While numbers appear to be “objective”, their objec-
tivity can be illusory. The meaning of a citation can
be even more subjective than peer review. Because
this subjectivity is less obvious for citation, those
who use citation data are less likely to understand

their limitations.

e The sole reliance on citation data provides at best
an incomplete and often shallow understanding of
research- an understanding that is valid only when
reinforced by other judgments. Numbers are not in-

herently superior to sound judgments.”

It is a great honour and pleasure for me to welcome
all of you, especially our distinguished guests who have
accepted our invitation to attend this conference.

The role of Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman as
a major university in the south-west of Iran, not only in
organizing conferences and seminars, but also playing a
major role in strengthening the national capacity in vari-
ous fields of science and technology in this province.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the President of
the University, Professor Ahmad Amir Khorasani and the
Organizing and Scientific Committees of the conference,
in particular, Professors Mahmood Mohseni Moghadam
and Mohamadreza Fadaei on convening this excellent ar-
rangement for the comfort of participants.

I wish all of you an enjoyable and pleasure stay in the
ancient and cultural city of Kerman, and come back to
your own countries with great pleasure and memories from

this conference.

A. R. Medghalchi
IMS President
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Presidential Address

In 1970 the first National Mathematics Conference was
held in Shiraz University and the need for establishment
of the Iranian Mathematical Society (IMS) was recognized
by all participants. Since then (IMS) has successfully held
Annual National Mathematics Conferences. This is the
39th of these conferences which is being held in Shahid
Bahonar University of Kerman. This university has al-
ready held the 13th and 26th of these conferences with
excellent arrangements (but not ominous!).

Along with these annual conferences, IMS has many

other activities such as
e Publishing the IMS Bulletin.

e Organizing and cosponsoring other national and in-
ternational conferences, seminars, and workshops in

more specialized fields of mathematics.
e Publishing IMS News Letter quarterly.

e Publishing an expository journal in persian.



